There are many venture conferences that serve the companies that already have millions in revenue and are seeking large amounts of venture capital, but for many years there has been little support or focus on the early stage company that is attractive to angel investors and early stage venture funds.  The Northeast serves the early stage entrepreneur community with many events to connect with capital almost on a monthly basis with events offered by Starlight Capital and Segal Partners and Joe Benjamin’s Young Start Up.  These organizations work to bridge the capital divide in the Northeast, but there remains a huge void in the Southeast for early stage companies to connect with investors in a large way.  Small gatherings happen regularly with the Network of Business Angels & Investors (NBAI) screen and review 5-6 companies for investment consideration every other month and in a more closed environment specific to technology with the Atlanta Technology Angels (ATA).    The Southeast Private Equity Conference scheduled for April 28th and 29th in Atlanta, Georgia  seeks to change this and put the Southeast back on the map as both a source for economic growth with up and coming companies from all industries and with the wealth in this area shifting to invest in private companies as both a way to spur economic growth, give back in experience, and create more wealth through the high yields.  
SPEC not only offers the opportunity for early stage companies to connect with over 100 investors in a full day expo of networking and education, it also brings valuable and needed education to the investor community.   The Expo will showcase over 60 early stage companies at booths for the investor community to visit and learn more about their opportunity.  In the afternoon on the 29th,  a select group of those companies will have an opportunity to participate in The Innovative Company Showcase where an audience of venture capital firms, investment bankers and brokers, and accredited angel investors will enjoy 9 minute presentations (investo-mercials) from the chosen companies to consider for investment.  

There are two other things that make this event significantly different for the capital community hungry for quality deal flow and entrepreneurs hungry to connect with many investors.  Instead of a hotel or a large conference center, it will be held in the historic 103 West in the Buckhead area of Atlanta, GA.   This venue lends itself to a cozy environment perfect for steady interaction between investors and entrepreneurs.     The second thing that will make SPEC special is that it isn’t restricted to a certain industry.   So many other conferences focus on technology or life sciences.    SPEC is all about the good company, good opportunity getting a chance to connect with capital.   That is why their tag line is:  “Innovative Companies Connect with Capital, Investors & Resources.”

Only time will tell if the South will rise again as a dominant area for private equity investors to find good value in investing in early stage companies.   The Southeast Private Equity Conference is a great start.   Investors can register to attend and companies can apply to participate in the expo and be considered for the Innovative Company Showcase by going to www.sePrivateEquity.org
